
December 2022  

Dear Praying Friends, 

We trust you had a very merry Christmas this week. What a blessing to celebrate our 
Savior’s birth on the Lord’s Day! We started our day with our regular morning service and then 
spent the afternoon with another missionary couple. We rejoice in Christian fellowship that edifies 
our spirits. We are now looking forward to all that God has for us in 2023.  

As we reflect on our ministry this past year, we are both thankful and burdened for many 
people. Lester and Tokelo professed faith in Christ this year. Continue to pray for both of these 
men. Tokelo works on Sunday and is unable to continue faithfully to our Bible study. Lester is still 
wandering, although I have heard that God has been working to draw him back.  

I am thankful for discipleship opportunities with Ndipiwe, Bongo, and Likhona. Our 
discipleship lessons for children have been completed and are now being reviewed while four 
young people are being discipled with this curriculum. I look forward to these lessons being 
completely finished soon. I believe that Bongo may be ready soon to follow the Lord in baptism. 
Please continue to pray for him. 

We saw the start of our blood pressure ministry in Gugulethu. The Lord has definitely 
used this ministry in the community. Hundreds of tracts were given out. Upon the Graham’s return, 
the ministry was placed on a temporary hiatus for a couple of months to focus ministry outreach 
elsewhere for a short time. We look forward to this starting again sometime in the new year. 

The Lord brought us across the paths of many people this year. I am remembering Troy, 
Yazeed, Mildred, and Brad, all of whom I have mentioned in previous prayer letters. We also met 
Marius and his adult daughter recently. Marius lives next door to us on the opposite side from 
Mildred. We are hoping to establish a good relationship with him and his wife. We want to have an 
opportunity to share the Gospel with them. 

Our youth meetings will resume in January, and we are excited about that! It is always a 
joy to minister to these young lives. We lost one young lady due to her family moving over 15 
hours away. But we are looking forward to another girl joining us near the end of January. We are 
still praying for Jaydy, Eugene, Zoe, Dilan, Cody, and Storm to be saved. Sadly, some are 
choosing to distance themselves from their church and those people who can help them spiritually. 
The pull of the world is strong. Please pray for the youth.  

I was able to finish teaching our personal evangelism class. It was a blessing to see how 
the Lord worked in helping the students to learn. They only need to finish a few of the remaining 
course requirements and their exams to be finished. This should occur before the end of January. It 
is my prayer that the students will take the tools that they have received and see the Lord bless 
them in reaching others with the Gospel. 

 

Praises 
 

• Souls that were saved this 
year 

• Discipleship opportunities 

• Blood pressure ministry 

• Divine appointments 

• Personal evangelism class 
went well. 

• Progress on the Graham’s 
visas 

• Sizwe’s dad professed 
faith in Christ. 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

• Pray that we would have 
grace to endure load 
shedding  

• Pray for the discipleship 
lessons with Bongo and 
Likhona. 

• Please continue to pray 
for Lester and Tokelo.  

• Pray for Jaydy, Eugene, 
Zoe, Dilan and Storm to 
be saved. 

• Please pray that the Lord 
would soon provide a 
building for our church to 
purchase. 

• Pray that our people 
would be faithful the Lord 
and the church services. 

 



The South Africa Bible Institute and Technical School finished its course on carpentry 
recently. Ron Fruin did a great job organizing the class. The men learned so much information in 
this field. They had two projects to complete that gave them necessary experience using a variety 
of tools. They also were challenged in their walk with the Lord and to do everything to the glory of 
God. We are hoping they will be able to take these new skills and find work to support themselves. 
Sadly, most of the men who started the class did not finish. Please pray that these men would grow 
through this time.  

We still have things in progress for our church. We still need to finish the translation of 
the two tracts. We are still praying for the Lord to provide the church with their own building. Eric 
Graham recently heard that his visa was being processed. They are still waiting to hear about 
Katie’s and Ben’s visas. This is coming thirteen months after first applying. Please continue 
praying for all these matters.  

These are only the highlights of what God has done this year. He has been so good to us! I 
want to conclude our prayer letter with a brief update from December.  

Most of our efforts were focused on our Christmas program that was held on December 
18. The choir practiced hard for the program, and the Lord blessed their efforts. The entire 
production went so well. The readers and children added to the telling of the Christmas story, 
intermingled with several songs from the choir. We counted fifty-four in our service that morning, 
with several visitors.  

That same afternoon, we headed out to Gugulethu, where some people from our church, as 
well as another missionary family, provided a second Christmas program for the people there. This 
program was a string concert mixed with congregational singing, Scripture readings, and other 
musical numbers. Sizwe preached the Gospel to seventy people, about forty of whom were from 
the community. We now pray for the follow up from both programs.  

About two or three days prior to these events, Sizwe and Eric had the opportunity to again 
present the Gospel to Sizwe’s father. The Lord had been working in his heart, and he had a 
question that led into the gospel. Sometime later, this man prayed to receive Christ as Savior. 
According to Eric, Sizwe is eager to follow up with his dad and make certain that his decision is 
genuine. Please pray for Sizwe and his dad. Also, pray for the Lord to protect this man from the 
spiritual opposition that is certain to come. It is my understanding that Sizwe’s stepmom is deeply 
involved with the traditional African religion and has promoted the training of new sangomas 
(witchdoctors). Pray that the light of the Gospel would shine into her heart.  

On a personal note, Riley celebrated her first birthday on December 23. No, we didn’t 
bake a cake or blow up balloons. However, her antics that day made us think that she knew that she 
was the birthday girl. What a crazy puppy…excuse me…dog! 

Would you also be praying for us about another matter? South Africa, on occasion, deems 
it necessary to practice what is called load shedding. I won’t go into the details, but this is when the 
power company turns off the electricity for several hours. There are eight stages of load shedding 
that range from two to twelve hours off per day. We are thankful that the power company publishes 
the schedule on their phone app, but it has been a challenge. By July, this year already set the 
record for the worst year of load shedding. For the past several weeks, we have seen stages ranging 
from stage four to six. To put this into perspective, as of December 7, South Africa has been 
without electricity for 3,212 hours in 2022 alone. That is the equivalent of over 133 days. There is 
currently no indication of when this will end. The media reports that it may even get worse. We are 
trying not to complain, remembering that there are others in worse conditions. Please pray that this 
matter would be resolved soon and that God would supply us with the needed grace to endure. 

Thank you for your faithful prayers for us!   

Your servants for Africa, 

Nathan & Kristin Childs 



Four-way tug-of-war 
Youth night activity 

Game at youth 
Christmas party 

Christmas party Bible message 

Christmas program — choir Christmas program — children’s choir 

Christmas program — shepherds’ scene Visitors from one of our 
supporting churches in NYC! ☺ 

Christmas program attendees Gugulethu Christmas program — orchestra 
(Kristin is fourth from left) 

Gugulethu Christmas program — men’s ensemble 
(Some of the men from the technical school sang 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”) 

Gugulethu Christmas program — Sizwe 
and Busi reading a Scripture passage of 

the Christmas story 

December Activities 


